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llth mo., 1874.

I send back the proof with some changes I
think for the better. I shall not meddle further
with it except perhaps here and there a verbal
substitution, before it is fixed irrevocably in book
form. I am inclined to make the title read,
" Mabel Martin, a Summer Idyl." I would like
to see the revised proof before it goes to Miss
Hallock. The poem is much longer than Long-
fellow's, and I should prefer not to have it so full
of pictures, but more reading matter in their place.
If illustrated as fully as Longfellow's it would
make a book at least one third larger. As it now
stands I regard it as the best poem of the kind I
have ever written, and I am pretty sure I could
not improve upon it in a new poem at this late
day. I trust a good deal to Dr. John Brown's
opinion of it.

22d, llth mo., 1874.

I promised I would add nothing more to this
poem, but I was tempted to do it in one instance.
If it will be a serious inconvenience to make the
change indicated on page 8, do as thee please with
the added verses. At any rate don't send any
more proofs to me, for I fear I shall go to disturb-
ing what I think is very well as it is. I think
Miss Hallock will find sufficient material in the
poem as it now stands to answer her purpose of
picture-making.

llth mo., 4, 1875.

Never was there a prettier book than " Mabel
Martin ! " If it does not sell well it surely cannot
be the fault of the publishers and artists. The